

Board Meeting
Jan. 26, 2011

Mike, Steve, Jo, Jory, Felix, Susan, Rene and Gwen attending

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. at Toad Hall

Last meeting minutes were approved.

Felix voiced a concern about word not getting out effectively about friends being included in the last Christmas party.

Felix also opened discussion about how to fill Chuck’s open board seat as well as the four more that will open for next year’s board. Jo will announce the opening for Chuck’s seat at the next general meeting. Board members will approach possible candidates personally. Assignments are as follows:


Mike: Nan and/or Jim Benson, Bruce Monro





Felix: Cecil Oxford, John Wendt, Michael Wood





Susan: John Farnsworth





Rene: Bill Isenberger





Jo: Kathy Ruud, Mallory deCillis





Jory: Kaylee Cammack




Gwen: Dwight Waknitz





Steve: Ron and/or Ellen Debondt
Chili Ride: Bill and Cindy have requested that OPP coordinate the gathering this year. Dwight and Linda will organize the potluck. There will be a chili contest as well as a pie and/or cookie contest. Last year’s white elephant exchange prevented some people from participating in other events, so an effort will be made to shorten this activity.

Breakfasts: Bill usually does a Sunday breakfast with breakfast casseroles, eggs, bacon, etc. Gwen will work with Bill and provide lighter fare of oatmeal with condiments as well.

People who bring food will be encouraged to take any leftovers home with them.

There was discussion about how to get people to take responsibility for clean-up duties. Gwen suggested having a guest book at the beginning of the event. When people sign the guest book they will also be encouraged to sign up for a clean-up time slot. Clean-up is needed for after each meal and for the end of the event.

Invitations will be extended to various bicycle groups. Bill and Cindy will invite groups, and Rene will put the word out to the groups with whom he is active. Possible road trip to Sol Duc Falls for those who prefer roads to trails. Felix will invite other kayaking groups. Rene will represent the OPP board for the Chili Ride with the help of Felix and Gwen.

Surf Zone class: Deb’s Surf Zone class is scheduled for Mar. 19 from 1-5 p.m.at Crescent Bay. Enrollment is limited to 6 students at a cost of $35. each. Plus $6. for Crescent Beach use permit. This class is focused on launching and landing in surf, but surfing will probably be involved. The Saturday paddle date will be changed to March 12 so as not to conflict.
Jory suggested another clinic for those unable to take Deb’s class, possibly on a windy day at Cline Spit. Jo will discuss at the general meeting. Jory was asked if/when the Lake Crescent clinics will resume. No resolution.

WMI certification class: There are two options for taking the WMI certification class. If we hire an instructor and do the certification directly through OPP the cost would be $125. each, plus about $25. each for expenses. We would need a minimum of 15 people. The club would also have to provide the instructors with suitable overnight accommodations. Instruction would probably take place at the old Loomis Tavern at Lincoln Park. Alternatively, Olympic Park Institute offers WMI certification on June 11/12 at $225. each, including meals and accommodations. This is more expensive, but less hassle for the club. Jo will get an idea of how many people would be interested at the next general meeting and look into lodging options for trainers. Club will compare costs and make a decision after we know more.
Jory would like to be able to refresh WMI skills without actually recertifying. Perhaps this would be a good subject for a general meeting presentation. Sam Baker is scheduled to give a presentation on hypothermia at the May meeting.

Helen Wilson Clinics: July 30 – 31

Since Helen is not an ACA certified instructor, she is not covered by insurance. Therefore this is NOT an OPP sponsored event. OPP is merely coordinating.
Helen can do two rolling classes per day, with an option for three if time allows. Location options discussed were the lodge at Storm King or renting the pool. Jory wondered if there might be a clinic for bracing and paddling with a Greenland paddle in addition to rolling.

Jo will announce the clinic at the next general meeting and get sign-ups. Cost for having Helen is $500. plus expenses. $75. per person should cover costs. It was suggested that free admission to an evening talk by Helen be offered as an incentive for people to pay for the clinic in a timely manner. 

OPP website: Our current website is paid through 2012, but Felix feels that it is not used or usable, although it does serve the function of providing basic information for new and prospective members. Felix suggested that we form a spearhead group to administer the OPP Facebook page. Susan will present information at the general meeting.  Jory questioned if we could use a listserve or Google Groups or Wordpress site for getting information to members. For now we will use Facebook as the best option. When the current website expires we can decide whether to keep Facebook or look elsewhere.

Events: Next general meeting, Feb. 9 at Vern Burton. Paula and Deb will share with us their trip to Norway.

March meeting: Rene had asked Dale Moses, the kayaker who had to be rescued off Port Wilson, to speak. After animated discussion this was voted down. An alternate presentation will be found.

Pool session: Sunday, Feb. 13

Saturday Paddle: Feb. 19, location TBD

Publicity: Gwen announced that we really need more publicity for the club. Ideas included a banner across Front St. in  Port Angeles, brochures for placement in kayak shops (Susan will work on this), some sort of business card, inclusion in the Visitor’s Guide and Things to Do listings. Membership person already sends a card to new members, but it was suggested that this be a card with basic club info. on it such as contact numbers, meeting schedule and Facebook page. It was also suggested that we schedule Wednesday evening paddles to coincide with Wednesday music night at the Pier so people will see us paddling and inquire.

Other business: Jory solicited input on whether we would want an advanced class on internet weather prediction. It was thought this would be more advanced information than most kayakers would need. Instruction on how to use a marine radio would be helpful but would need to be done during a paddle while we are on the water.

Next board meeting: March 2 at Gwen’s at 7:15 (note time change.) 720 Larch Ave., Port Angeles.

Meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Blenk, secretary
