

General Meeting 3/9/11
Vern Burton Center, 33 attending

Meeting was called to order by Jo at 7:10 and was begun with a moment of silence to honor the memory of Ellen DeBondt, killed by a drunk driver on March 6.

Port Angeles Kayak Symposium: Symposium coordinator says there has not been much response to his call for volunteers. We need volunteer help for manning the OPP booth (2 hour slots), beach crew to help visitors with questions and boat try-outs, safety boaters on the water, and people to help organize the race on Sunday morning. Don’t forget to register to participate in the race as well! In return for volunteering you will get passes to TWO on-land clinics and a highly prized symposium t-shirt. Sign up at the meeting or contact Jo.
Chris Duff Donation: it was moved and approved that the club donate $250. to Chris Duff to help fund his upcoming rowing odyssey from Scotland to Iceland.

Chili Ride: This is an annual event organized by Bill and Cynthia Isenberger and OPP.  It’s a fun event held the second weekend in March at Camp David Jr. on Lake Crecent.  Activities include various bike rides, kayak paddles, a chili contest, potluck dinner and desserts, and Sunday morning breakfast along with lots of fun social time. This year 14 kayaks paddled on the lake.

Winners for food contests were: Best chili and best vegetarian chili: Ravel, best gluten free dessert: Heidi, best dessert and best soup: Linda. Each winner was presented with a bottle of fine wine. Thanks for Linda Waknitz and Cynthia Isenberger for a great job this year!

Considerations for next year include inviting other clubs to attend. 

Pool session: Next pool session is Mar. 13. There are still open slots for those of you who want to practice your rescues and other skills. Water temperature in the Strait is the coldest it’s been in years, so good rescue skills are a must.

Surf Zone Class: Two spaces have opened up in Deb’s surf zone class on March 19. Date may be changed to March 20 if the 19th interferes with Ellen DeBondt’s memorial.
Saturday Paddle and Full Moon Paddle: These will be combined into one paddle from Port Williams on March 19. This will also be cancelled if it interferes with Ellen’s memorial.

Travelers Journal: Dick and Heidi Pattee will be presenting a talk on their trek across the Pacific Coast Trail on Thursday 3/17 at 7 p.m. at Sequim HS cafeteria.  A donation of $5. goes towards the Olympic Discovery Trail.

Posters: Susan Blenk is putting together two large photo posters to be displayed at the OPP booth at the symposium and smaller posters to be put up at local kayak shops to promote OPP. If you have kayaking photos to share, please email them to her in jpeg format at sablenk2@gmail.com .

Lake Aldwell Friday Paddles: Bruce reminded us that if we like early morning paddles in the dark, this Friday is our last chance on Aldwell since we will be changing to daylight savings time and the sun will be up by launch time. Plan to meet at Lake Aldwell and be on the water on or before 7 a.m. with congregation at the bagel shop afterwards.

Other business: Susan Ballard suggested Susan begin emailing minutes directly to members rather than just posting them on the OPP website. This will be done.

Jim, Nan and Dwight gave a nice mixed-media presentation on their trip in the Nauchatlitz Islands of British Columbia.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:05.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Blenk, secretary
