

General Meeting, 9-14-11

Vern Burton Community Center

25 people attending

Meeting was called to order by new board president, Nan Benson at 7:05 p.m.

Nan thanked the last board for their time and introduced the new board: Susan Blenk, Gwen Dopp, Amy Ross, Cecil Oxford, Don Rice and Steve Sedlacek. Bill Paris may also be joining the board.

The board focus for the next two months will be to devise a workable internet method of communication among the OPP membership.  This may take the form of creating a new website, using Facebook, involve revamping our existing website, using the Olympus.net email that Dwight set up, or using a completely new method. Ideas and suggestions are welcomed.

Email access to Olympus.net: this is the website OPP uses for communication between its members. Feel free to use it to contact the membership for anything OPP related. Go to Olympus.net and click on “Webmail”. Sign in using the following: Olympicpenpaddler@olympus.net with password “cisablatic”. When you send an email, you’ll have to do it in four batches (copy and paste your message) starting with “Kayak 1” and progressing through to group 4. This is necessary because Olympus.net limits the number of email addresses per message. Be sure to put your contact information in the body of each message as the “from” address will only say “Olympic Peninsula Paddlers.”

Two new members attended, and one person who was visiting because he saw the announcement in the newspaper.

Monthly Saturday Paddles: this Saturday’s paddle will be Sept. 17 from Cline Spit to the lighthouse. Jim Benson will be point of contact for this paddle as Steve will be out of town. Meet at Cline Spit for a 9:30 a.m. launch. Be aware that landing is only permitted between the two yellow posts at the lighthouse. Be sure you know your point of contact for each paddle so you can check to see if plans change.

Monday paddles: Contact Felix if you want to be added to the email list for information on the weekly Monday paddles.

Friday paddles: Bill and Bruce are still coordinating these. Meet at Hollywood Beach in time to launch around 6:30 a.m. Breakfast follows.

Pool sessions:  scheduled on the 2nd Sunday of each month through December, then we’ll see whether we continue based on what attendance is like. The next one is October 9th. Contact Bill Isenberger at 460-3340 or Bruce Munro at 460-3440 to reserve your time slot. Members are encouraged to attend these very helpful sessions in the warmth of the Port Angeles pool. Cost is $10. per boat, but if you just want to be in the pool without a boat, or watch from the bleachers there is no charge. A lively dinner at a local restaurant follows.

Hobuck Hoedown is October 22 and 23 this year. This competition can qualify paddlers for international competition, and there are great prizes! Volunteers are needed as judges, scribes and tabulators. Some compensation is available, possibly camping costs can be covered for volunteers. Contact Deb V. for info.

Presentation:

Deb Volturno demonstrated how to improve the rigid deck lines with the addition of handles, as well as the usefulness of having cleats on the forward deck.

Rene Toft demonstrated how to make a nifty kayak stand, useful on the beach as well as at home.  Cynthia Isenberger was the lucky winner of the demo stand. Those of you wishing to see this should have been at the meeting. Failing that, you might hit up Rene for a hand-out explaining how to make the stand.

Next meeting is October 12 at 7 p.m. at Vern Burton.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  Home made snacks and animated conversation followed.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Blenk, Secretary
